
The consequences of a decision to kill animals when not a matter of human survival are profound and impact a 

community in ways most of us do not even think of considering. 

In my opinion the Ludington city council did not adequately consider all the ramifications a deer cull will have on our 

community. But rather were swayed by unsupported and unproven claims like deer in town were attracting predators, 

like coyotes into the community. How many coyotes have you seen in Ludington? Other unsupported claims like there 

are over 300 deer in Ludington only added to the misinformation that the decision to support a cull was based on. Please 

read and consider the following then vote to rescind the decision to go forward with the White-Tailed Deer cull. 

The treatment of animals can have a significant impact on the way children view the world. The way children observe 

and interact with animals can influence their values, empathy, and attitudes towards living beings. Here are several ways 

in which the treatment of animals can affect children's perspectives: 

1. Empathy and Compassion: 

• Modeling Behavior: Children often learn by observing the behavior of adults and caregivers. How adults 

treat animals serves as a model for children's own behavior. If they witness kindness and empathy 

towards animals, they are more likely to develop these traits themselves. 

2. Respect for Life: 

• Understanding Life and Sentience: The treatment of animals can shape children's understanding of life 

and the sentience of other beings. Compassionate and respectful treatment can foster an appreciation 

for the value of all living creatures. 

3. Ethical Considerations: 

• Moral Development: Interactions with animals and exposure to ethical considerations related to their 

treatment can contribute to a child's moral development. Children may begin to form their own moral 

compass based on their observations and experiences. 

4. Environmental Awareness: 

• Connection to Nature: Caring for animals and understanding their role in the ecosystem can contribute 

to a child's sense of environmental awareness. It can foster a connection to nature and a recognition of 

the interdependence of living organisms. 

5. Responsibility and Caretaking: 

• Learning Responsibility: Having pets or being involved in caring for animals can teach children about 

responsibility, as they learn to meet the needs of another living being. This experience can extend to 

their understanding of responsibility in broader contexts. 

6. Impact on Social Skills: 

• Animal Interaction: Positive interactions with animals can contribute to the development of social skills. 

Children may learn about communication, empathy, and cooperation through their relationships with 

animals. 

7. Attitudes Toward Violence: 

• Link to Empathy: There is evidence to suggest that cruelty to animals during childhood may be linked to 

later antisocial behavior. Developing empathy for animals may contribute to a child's aversion to violence 

and cruelty in general. 

8. Cultural and Ethical Values: 



• Cultural Influences: Cultural and societal attitudes towards animals can shape a child's perception. For 

example, cultures that emphasize respect for animals may influence children to adopt similar values. 

It's important for parents, educators, and caregivers to be mindful of the message’s children receive regarding the 

treatment of animals. Encouraging positive and humane interactions with animals, teaching responsible pet ownership, 

and fostering empathy can contribute to the development of compassionate and conscientious individuals. 

 

Deer culls, which involve selectively reducing the population of deer in a particular area through hunting or other 

methods, can potentially have social and behavioral effects on people. These effects may vary depending on the context, 

location, and the specific methods used in the culling process. Here are some potential ways in which deer culls could 

impact human behavior: 

1. Community Attitudes and Values: 

• Controversy and Debate: Deer culls can be a source of controversy. Some people may support culling as 

a necessary measure to manage deer populations and address ecological concerns, while others may 

oppose it due to ethical or animal rights reasons. This can lead to debates and discussions within 

communities, potentially affecting relationships between individuals with differing views. 

2. Public Perception and Trust: 

• Government Actions: If the cull is carried out by government agencies, the way it is communicated and 

implemented can influence public perception and trust in governmental authorities. Transparent 

communication and community involvement in decision-making processes can help maintain trust. 

3. Economic and Recreational Impact: 

• Local Economy: In areas where deer hunting is a significant economic activity, changes in deer 

populations due to culls can impact the livelihoods of those involved in hunting-related businesses. 

• Recreational and Cultural Practices: Deer hunting may be a recreational and cultural activity for some 

communities. Changes in deer populations can affect these traditions and practices, potentially 

influencing social dynamics. 

4. Human-Wildlife Interactions: 

• Changes in Deer Behavior: If deer populations are significantly reduced, it may lead to changes in the 

behavior of remaining deer, potentially impacting human interactions with these animals. For example, 

reduced fear of humans could lead to more frequent encounters. 

5. Environmental Concerns: 

• Ecological Impact: Deer culls are often conducted to address ecological concerns, such as overgrazing 

and damage to vegetation. The environmental impact of these measures can influence how people 

perceive and interact with their natural surroundings. 

6. Community Cohesion or Division: 

• Shared Values: In communities where there is a shared understanding of the need for deer culls to 

manage ecosystems, the implementation of such measures may strengthen community cohesion. 

• Division: Conversely, if there are strong disagreements about the necessity or methods of deer culling, it 

could lead to social division and strained relationships within the community. 



It's important to note that the effects of deer culls on human behavior are complex and multifaceted. Different 

communities may respond differently based on their values, beliefs, and the specific circumstances surrounding the 

culling activities. Public engagement, education, and open communication can play a crucial role in mitigating potential 

negative social impacts and fostering understanding within communities. 


